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December 20, 2010 

Our God is great! The last time I 

wrote, my father was awaiting a kidney 

transplant. On September 2nd, José was able 

to successfully donate his kidney to my 

father. Both surgeries were a great success. 

José’s surgery was the first laparoscopic 

surgery on a right kidney with two arteries 

and two veins. The doctor had given it a 

fifty percent chance of being succesful 

without opening him up, but after five hours 

of surgery he came out fine and is now fully 

recovered. As for my father, the doctors 

were surprised as his creatine levels dropped more than normal the first night, and he was up walking the day after 

surgery. He has been getting progressively stronger and more energetic, and the doctors are very happy with his progress. 

He misses being active in ministry and is currently available for pulpit supply. 

Janessa and Timothy really enjoyed their time in Canada with their grandparents and other family members. 

They adjusted really well in Canada, and are adjusting really well to being back in Bolivia. At first Janessa did not want to 

return to Bolivia, but after seeing her bedroom and her books and toys, she told me that she was happy to be back. She is 

progressing in her homeschooling, and Timothy is having fun learning his letters and their sounds. They are doing well 

with their Spanish, and sang “Away in the 

Manger” in Spanish this Sunday with another boy 

in their class and “Susie” (see right).   

As much as we enjoyed visiting 

family and friends in Canada, we are glad to be 

back in ministry here in Cobija. It was so nice to 

see the children in our Good News Clubs. After 

six months in Canada the numbers are lower, but 

growing quickly. For our Christmas program I am 

sure that our numbers will be extremely high as 

usual. We will be using puppets for our Christmas 

celebration on Friday (as we did on Sunday). 

Getting there with puppets and food and gift bags 

__may 
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may be a challenge, however, as our car has 

been at the mechanic for over two weeks and 

we are using motorcycle taxis (see bottom 

right). 

Faviola and her siblings are living in 

the state home together, but their mother chose 

to continue living in the prison with her 

husband. The children are well cared for 

physically, but neglected in other ways. When 

asked how she is doing spiritually, Faviola’s 

answer was “Not so good”. She is excited that 

we have started the Good News Club again, 

but please pray that God will continue to work 

in her life and draw her nearer to Him. 

We are waiting to meet with a missionary from International Teams to discuss the possibilty of working with 

them to build the home for children as they are already building orphanages in Bolivia and have all the legal infrastructure 

in place. Please pray for God’s leading with regards to this possibility, and that His will be done. At the moment we are 

putting up a fence on the land so that we can move the cows (purchased through donations) there as soon as possible. We 

are also hoping to find someone to live on the land to care for the animals. 

Just last week we had two new arrivals to our family: Shadow and Sunshine, two Labrador Retrievers (see top 

left). We got them in part for security purposes as someone recently tried to break into our house in the middle of the 

night, but it is also something that Janessa has wanted for years. Timothy and Janessa are both very excited and are 

interacting well with the puppies. They will help make this Christmas special for the children even though Janessa is sad 

that there will not be any snow. 

We are rejoicing over the birth of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. I can not imagine how difficult it must 

have been for God to give us His only Son, knowing that His life on earth would end at Calvary. I thank Him daily with 

Janessa who thanks God in every prayer for “allowing Jesus to die on the cross for our sins”. 

Thank you for your prayers and have a 

Merry Christmas! God bless you in the New Year! 

  

In Christ, 

         José, April, Janessa and Timothy Melgar 

 

“For unto us a child is born, ... and his name shall be 

called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6 


