
 

 

  

   

July 6, 2009 

It has been a long time since we last wrote and there have been 
many changes in our lives. When we returned to Bolivia at the 
beginning of February, José, Janessa and I were recovering from a 
really bad flu and Timothy’s flu started on the plane with a fever and 
later chest infection. Arriving in Santa Cruz I broke out in a serious 
heat rash and Janessa began crying every day to go back home to her 
“real house”, that she did not want to go to “Blivia”. She even missed 
her coat and boots! Seeing her suffer like that was heartbreaking, and 
I am thankful that she adjusted quickly after settling into our house 
and seeing her books and toys (a big thanks to all who prayed for her 
during this transition). However, upon entering our dusty house I had 
an asthma attack and the rash worsened. It took almost a week to get 
my allergies and breathing calmed down and during that time the 
owner of our house called to say she wanted us to move out as soon as 
possible. To make a long story short, our health got better, we finally 
found a house and had to move right in the middle of the Teaching 
Children Effectively Level 1 (TCE1) course that we taught the month 
of March. We thank God for providing us with a house for the next 
two years and although we are not completely unpacked and settled, 
we finally built some kitchen shelves! Yay! 

Timothy is growing and loves to walk around holding onto 
furniture and walls, and Janessa (who is starting to learn Spanish again) loves to help look after her little brother, 
warning me when he tries to get near plugs or wires, one of his favourite pastimes! We are so thankful for our 
family and ask that you pray for our health as we are currently struggling with amoebas that we cannot seem to 
eliminate. Janessa complains several times a day that her tummy hurts and that she is “too sick” though the rest of 
the day she is perfectly happy and seems just fine. 

Though our family life has kept us on 
our toes, we have also had the privilege of 
getting right back into ministry. It was such a 
joy to see the children in our Good News Clubs 
and the prison after so many months, and they 
were also happy to see us. Many came running 
and hugging us, but their enthusiasm was 
overwhelming for Janessa who doesn’t like to 
picked up by children not much bigger than she 
is. Timothy, however, loves the attention and 
enjoys being held and passed around. Many of 
you will remember Roberto and how his family 
had left him. We discovered that he is living in 
a government funded boarding school where he 
is provided food, education, and training in a 
technical job, something that he will need. 
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We are happy to see that he is physically cared for, but sad that he has no spiritual help whatsoever. We are 
looking forward to going and visiting him there. 

As I mentioned, we taught a TCE1 course in March, and many of those students are in the second level 
course that we are teaching this month. In the first course, God provided me with unexpected encouragement when 
I really needed it. When one of our students learned the Wordless Book she decided to evangelize her two boys. 
When she talked to her oldest son, Gary (below), he said that he had already received the Lord as his Saviour. She 
was surprised and asked him if he was sure. He said he was, and that he did it in his school with about 15 other 
children with the lady that “talks funny”. When she questioned him further, she realized that he was talking about 
me! Sometimes in big evangelistic events you never know what happens with the children who pray to receive the 
Lord as their Saviour and how exciting it is to see that the Lord continues to work in his life! Gary now gives me a 
hug and a kiss every time he sees me. 

José continues working with the young people in the church, discipling new leaders as the group has 
grown. He was also asked to be the president of a Committee to plan camp and youth events across the city. 
Though it keeps him very busy, it is a wonderful opportunity to impact future leaders of Cobija. It also gives him a 
chance to encourage planning of events in a city where the people are proud of the fact that they do things at the 
last minute (i.e. they start planning youth camp two weeks before it starts). He is currently working on youth camp 
for the week of August 6. The theme will be missions. Please pray that God touches the lives of the young people 
in the camp.  

Thankfully we have a better relationship with the CEF Committee here and I was able to help them plan 
camp for the week of June 29 - July 3. The theme was Calling on God, with lessons on Esther and a missionary 
story that emphasizes prayer. It was incredible to see how the Lord was touching the lives of the children. Thanks 
to donations from a grade seven class at Richmond Hill Christian Academy, thirteen children from the prison and 
our Good News Club went to camp free this year. They were chosen by a contest to learn Bible verses and invite 
new friends and they are really excited, two boys brought five new children each one week! Of the children we 
brought to camp, several of them came to know the Lord as their Saviour at camp, and three of them decided to 
dedicate their lives to the Lord, willing to serve Him in any way that He sees fit. Fifteen other children made the 
same decision, and six of those girls stayed back to confess past sins. The girls prayed and cried together for over 
half an hour, sharing their past mistakes, encouraging one another, asking for forgiveness and together decided to 
ask forgiveness from anyone that they have offended. It was an honour to be able to see God working this way in 
their lives. Praise the Lord and pray that God will continue this work that He has begun. 

The political situation has calmed down here and 
we continue to pray for peace in Bolivia. We also ask that 
you pray that the necessary details will take place soon in 
order to allow us to move forward with plans for the home 
for children. We are moving forward slowly, but anxious to 
start building. We appreciate your prayers and continued 
support. May God bless you richly. 

 
  

 
In Christ, 
José, April, Janessa and Timothy Melgar 
 
 
 
 

“He hath made every thing beautiful  
in his time…” 

Ecclesiastes 3:11a 

 


